86

the Pachans it caused discontent. The reforms had to
be extended. The Simon Commission was instructed in
1928 to take up the question of constitutional advance
forthwith. A thorough enquiry recommended the
Morley-Minto type. Elected and "selected" members
were brought about in equal proportions. Election
represented the fat landlordism of Khans. Legislative-
powers were limited. Law and order were reserved. It
did not allay the irritation among the political-mind'
ed- Rather it enhanced it. Congress emissaries poured
into the province. Easy money was forthcoming for
political purposes. Movement spread beyond the bor-
der. The Frontier could not contain the flood of
patriotism within itself. India was filled to overflow-
ing! with the all-pervading national spirit. Congress
move penetrated into the Black Mountain. The Faqir
of Alingar was ready at hand. Immediately he had a
Ioshkar on foot in Bajaur. But the British Air Force-
was equally prompt to swoop down. And no crowds
can stand a baptism of fire from the blue firmament.
In half an hour, the coast was as clear as a desert.

Next, the historic salt march of Mahatma Gandhi
catne home to the tribesmen. During my last visit to
Bombay I visited the salt pans, beyond the Entop
Hill, where the sacred feet had tread. "There you
stand on the Entop Hill for a moment," observed Mr^
Gill, now in L A. F., c*and here from the tops of
Matunga through my telescope I will see you as a
Statue of Liberty !" And had he known that he was
shortly going to join the Air Force, he might as wett
have added, "and bomb you T Anyhow the Entop
Hill, with a silver view of dazzling salt pans under the-
ftill glow of December sun, which I was then wondering
at, bad its harvest of reactions right in the heart of